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Northwest Territories “= 


INFORMATION | 


THE ADMINISTRATION OF FEDERAL CROWN LAND IN | | we 


’ THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES — 


Thank you for your enquiry regarding land in the Northwest 
Territories. Unfortunately it is not available for homesteading. 

Although land is plentiful, only a small proportion of it is 
suitable for agriculture. Just what areas might be thrown open 4 
for further development and what the policies will be in regard 
to agricultural leases are matters now being discussed between 
the Territorial and Federal Governments. At present there is 
no provision for homesteading or for grants, though it is very 
likely that, where land is made available, it will be provided at 
low-lease rates. 

Procedures for acquiring land are straight-forward enough. 
Applicants must appear in person, see what lands are available 
and make application. Before the application can be approved, 
it will be reviewed not only as to feasibility but in relation to . ee 
such claims as might be raised by the Native people of the 
Territories. 

It would be less than fair, particularly to one who is thinking 
in terms of a-substantial investment, to suggest that an agri- 
cultural venture would be a “sure thing.” 


Le 


General Information e 


All vacant Federal Crown iand in the two northern Territories 
is administered on behalf of the Government of Canada by the 
Department of indian and Northern Affairs under the Territorial 
Lands Act and the Territorial Lands Regulations through the 
offices of the Supervisors of Lands at Whitehorse, Yukon 
Territory (P.O. Box 1767), and Yellowknife, N.W.T. (P.O. Box 
1500). As less than 1% of the total land area of the Territories 
has been surveyed, it is impossibie for the Department to pro- 
vide any kind of list of vacant lands. 

In disposing of land the Department is primarily interested in 
the orderly development of the Territories and wil! consider ap- 
plications to lease or purchase land from persons intending to use 


merely interested in acquiring land for speculative purposes. For 

this reason, applications must be limited to the amount of land ee 
actually required for a specific purpose. One acre is normally 

considered sufficient for residential or summer cottage purposes, 

and approximately three acres is usually adequate for com- 

mercial purposes such as motel sites, service stations, etc. Each 

application is considered on its own merits and, whenever fw 
possible, land is made available to meet the reasonable and 

legitimate requirements of the applicant. 
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Any person wishing to acquire land in the Territories must, 
under the regulations, select the parcel he requires. !t is, of 
course, not feasible to make a choice without visiting the 
Territories and to assist in selection. Applications can be made 
through the Department’s offices at Watson Lake, Whitehorse, 
Mayo or Dawson in the Yukon Territory, and Fort Smith, Hay 
River, Yellowknife, Fort Simpson and Inuvik in the Northwest 
Territories. The staff in these offices are well qualified and 
always willing to do everything possible to assist an applicant 
for land. 

No title for Territorial lands can be issued until the land has 
been surveyed and the plan registered. Any person who has 
occupied land (with the exception of grazing land or waterfront 
property) under a lease or agreement of sale, has completed his 
improvements and complied with the other terms and conditions 
of his lease or agreement may, with the permission of the De- 
partment, engage the services of a Dominion Lands Surveyor in 
private practice to carry out the survey under the instructions 
of the Surveyor General of Canada. The cost of the survey 
must be paid by the purchaser. em 

The price at which residential or commercial land is sold 
varies considerably depending on its location in relation to the 
nearest highway, lake, settlement, etc., and might range from 
the minimum of $60. 00 per parcel to ‘as much as several hun- 
dreds of dollars per acre for land on a highway in the immediate 
vicinity of a community. Rental on a lease is normally the 
‘minimum of $25.00 per year or 10% of the appraised selling 
price of the parcel leased or whichever is greater. 

It should be noted that no lease or title to hey abe lands 
includes: 

(a) mines and minerals, including oi! and gas, « 
(b) merchantable timber, or 
(c) the bed of any lake or stream. 

Also, no land within one hundred feet of the ordinary iat? 
water mark of any lake or river may be sold, although such land 
can often be leased for purposes which actually require water- 
front property (i.e. boat and seaplane docks, commercial 


\ * 


fishing, etc). write : _e 


Agricultural Lands 


Climatic conditions in the Territories are generally s severe vhshe 
an average frost-free season of approximately three months. The 
Territories are a considerable distance from the good markets 
offered by the larger centres of population and, in consequence, 
transportation costs in and out of the Territories are high. Under 
the conditions, full-time farming is expensive and these adverse 
factors make it difficult to obtain loan capital at reasonable rates 
of interest. It is for these reasons that homesteads are not 
authorized in the N.W.T. and Yukon. 


However, where a person wishes: to undertake full-time 
farming and has the financial resources to see him through the 
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initial years before a return from the land can be realized, he 
may apply for land up to 160 arable acres within an area 
designated by the Canada Department of Agriculture as being 
suitable for farming. Initiai occupation is under a lease issued 
for a five year term, with the lessee being required to clear and 
cultivate a specified acreage during a given period - usually 
three to five years. . Such leases often contain an option to 
purchase at a price determined at’ the time of application 
(when the land is inspected), and based on the following 
figures: 

Class!- land open or easily cleared, $5.00 per acre 

Class 2- land requiring moderate clearing, $3.00 per acre 

Class 3- land not included in Class 1 and 2, . 

$1.00 per acre. 
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Land For Market Gardening 


Lands for this purpose are usually within a reasonable distance 
of a settlement and required in relatively small parceis of 20 
acres or less. As with all other lands, occupation is in the first 
place authorized by an agreement of sale or a five year lease, 
normally with clauses requiring the construction of a dwelling 
and the cultivation of a stated acreage with a specified period of 
time. 

With the exception of parcels for a home site, ranch buildings, 
and for the production of winter feed, grazing lands are not sold, 
but may be occupied under a lease at a minimum rental of 5¢ per 
acre per year. All grazing leases are set back 500 feet from any 
public road or highway. 

The Northwest Territories covers an area of 1,304,903 square 
miles, which represents almost 35 percent of the total! area of 
Canada. Its population of about 36,500 represents less than 
one-fifth of one percent of the tota! Canadian population and 
its population density of two persons per 100 square miles, 
compares to 950 persons per 100 square miles for the Canadian 
provinces. 

The size of the Northwest Territories is hard to imagine by 
looking at a map, but a straight line drawn from the foothills of 
the Richardson Mountains, which marks the western extremity, 
to Resolution Island in the east measures 2,000 miles. A second 
line from Fort Smith, in the southern Mackenzie District to the 
North Pole, measures another 2,000 miles. The provinces of 
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Newfound- 
land and Prince Edward Island could be fitted comfortably 
within this land mass. 

The tree line divides the land roughly into the Arctic and 
Sub-Arctic geographic regions. The western extremity of the 
tree line begins at the mouth of the Mackenzie River and pro- 
ceeds in a generally south-easterly direction to a point on the 
west shore of Hudson Bay just north of Churchill, Manitoba: 

Generally speaking, the summers provide the only climate 
difference in the two regions. South of the tree line, the overall 
summer temperatures are in the 60's although for short periods 
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of time, temperatures of 70 degrees and 80 degrees are not 
uncommon. North of the tree line temperatures are usually in 
the 50 range but on occasion do go higher. 

In- the winter, it is a land of harsh climate. In both regions 
the winters are long and cold. In the treeless Arctic blowing 
snow and the chilling effect of strong winds present major 
problems to outdoor activity of any kind. 

Fort Smith onthe south boundary of the Territories has 


climatic and living conditions not too different from Prince 


Albert, Saskatchewan or Dawson Creek, B.C. Further north, 
at Inuvik or in most of the Keewatin and Baffin districts, the 
climate is much more severe with temperatures dropping to 
60F., sometimes for stretches of two weeks or more. In the far 
North, the summer sun shines for two months or more without 
setting and in the winter there is a period of two months when 
it is not seen at all. 

Vegetation in the Mackenzie District is primarily coniferous 
forest and plants with special adaptation to life in an environ- 
ment which for most of the year. is covered with ice and snow. 
Game such as moose, caribou and bear are relatively common 
and in the summer many birds inhabit the area. 


For further information contact: 
Department of Information, 
Government of the N.W.T., 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 

Telephone 403-873-2611 

Telex 037-4-5528 
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The federal department of Indian and northern affairs, which administers 
Crown land in the Northwest Territories, has introduced a freeze on 
leasing and development of land in the N.W.T. This applies to non-native 
non-residents and the freeze is expected to remain in e**ect until native 
land claims are settled or a federal land-use policy is decided upen, This 
means that applications for land lease ara not now being accepted, There 
are indications that a land-use policy may be forthcoming sone time 


during the first half of 1978, 


NoWol. Departme:t of Information 
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